The  Crowd in  Peace and  War

Thus before long the Roman world became nominally
Christian, and the organisation of the Christian crowd
could not remain a voluntary matter but had to be an
affair of laws and compulsion, thereby opening a wider
gulf between the individualistic religion of the Pounder
and the organised socialistic religion raised upon that
foundation.

Primitive Christianity, however, though thus cov-
ered out of sight, never entirely ceased from the earth.
Its true nature could not be wholly forgotten while the
Christian scriptures remained accessible to whoever could
read. Individual followers of Christ, though not in all
ages discoverable by the historian, must always have ex-
isted; and from time to time they made efforts to revive
the individualistic religion of the Founder. Such efforts,
however, could not be favourably regarded by the official
class of the organised Church. Sometimes they adopted,
but only to regulate, a particular movement; sometimes
they forcibly suppressed one. All mystics are individu-
alistic Christians. Mysticism has always been in fact a
revolt, more or less clearly perceived to be such, against
the formal Christianity of the organised Church. It
would be interesting to follow down through the centuries
the successive emergings of the individualistic Chris-
tian spirit; but that would lead us too far. When at
length the printing press spread the Bible abroad and:
placed it in the hands of all who could read, the greatest
of such reactions took place, and the Reformation was the
result. Then the essential opposition between the Chris-
tianity of the Gospels, with its appeal to the individual,
and the Christianity of the Church, with all its socialistic
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